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Silicon, Software, and Science
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• The USGS is one of the world’s largest providers 
of remote sensing data, employing the best tools 
and techniques to expand our knowledge of the 
Earth.

• Working with low-cost field and aerial imaging 
technologies, together with emerging technologies 
such as unmanned aerial vehicles, wireless sensor 
networks, and light detection and ranging sys-
tems, USGS scientists are developing new methods 
to provide earth scientists, land managers, and 
land-use planners with better information about 
our environment. 

• The USGS is developing and testing new 
systems, sensors, and methodologies, 
while developing critical domestic and 
global partnerships and associations to 
fully implement the rapidly evolving sci-
ence and technology of remote sensing.

by Rian Bogle,  Remote Sensing Specialist


